Random Quotes
“Although many Mongol women rose to positions of great power, the Mongols themselves
weren’t exactly feminists. Foreign women captured on their campaigns were forcibly married to
Mongol men or forced into service as concubines. The Mongols also often demanded young
maidens as tribute from subject peoples.
In one famous example, the Siberian queen Botohui-tarhun (“Big And Fierce”) became one of
the few people to defeat a Mongol army when she lured one of Genghis’s generals into an
ambush. A later expedition defeated the Siberians and captured Botohui-tarhun, who was
married off to a Mongol soldier and disappeared from history.
Some noble women made the best of a bad situation. When Genghis conquered the Merkids, he
gave their princess, Toregene, to his son Ogedei. She soon eclipsed Ogedei’s other wives and
ruled the empire for five years after his death.”
“The greatest happiness is to scatter your enemy, to drive him before you, to see his cities
reduced to ashes, to see those who love him shrouded in tears, and to gather into your bosom his
wives and daughters” Genghis Khan
“I know of no documented case where [rape in war] happened… The whole Mongol masculinity
is so different than ours… Steppe culture in general – rape was not a part of it… To my
knowledge, [rape in war] did not happen. I cannot prove this, but no-one can prove to me it did
happen.” Historian Jack Weatherford
“The Mongols now entered the town and drove all the inhabitants, nobles and commoners, out
onto the plain. For four days and nights the people continued to come out of the town; the
Mongols detained them all, separating the women from the men. Alas! how many peri-like ones
[peris are fairies] did they drag from the bosoms of their husbands! How many sisters did they
separate from their brothers! How many parents were distraught at the ravishment of their virgin
daughters!” Muslim Scholar Juvaini

