THE  TRIAL  OF  GENGHIS  KHAN

Some Advice for “The Court of History” 

Attorneys

1. Work closely with your partner and divide the workload fairly.

2. Remember that you are “team captains.”  Work with all witnesses on your team to 

    make sure that communication is clear and that the testimony is coordinated.

3. Work with witnesses in preparing questions.  Remember that there are limits on how 

    many questions may be asked during direct examination and cross-examination. 

    These limits will be enforced by the judge.

4. Opening/closing statements should be clear and concise.  Do not exceed time limits.

5. On the first day of the trial, give the judge two copies of your direct examination 

    questions. The judge will keep one copy and give one copy to the opposing side.

 




Witnesses
1. Work closely with your attorneys.  Exchange personal contact information and be 

    available for necessary conferences with teammates prior to the trial.

2. Write a witness sheet that clearly identifies your character and his/her connection to 

    Genghis Khan and/or his descendants.  The witness sheet should contain the 

    testimony you plan to deliver at the trial.

3. When on the witness stand, make sure you are audible--if you tend to be soft-spoken, 

    this is one time you need to speak louder!  Maintain eye contact with the 
    attorneys and jury.

4. Answer questions accurately and directly.

5. On the first day of the trial, bring three copies of your witness sheet:  one for yourself,

    one for your attorneys, and one for the judge.  Follow directions concerning format 

    and list sources correctly in your bibliography (bibliography is an extra page, not one 

    of the witness sheet’s required 1-2 pages).

6. Compile a daily written journal of each day’s proceedings, due to the judge at the end 

    of class.  

To Attorneys and Witnesses

1. Bring all necessary papers with you to the courtroom.  On the days of the trial, 

    you will not be allowed to print documents from the computer in the

    courtroom.

2. The judge will carefully monitor the proceedings for historical accuracy.  If an 

    attorney or witness makes an honest but important mistake, the judge will 

    correct it swiftly and diplomatically.  Minor errors will remain uncorrected. 

    Therefore, objections from the attorneys will be unnecessary. 

3. If you have any questions, please ask Mr. Buenning, either in school or via 

    email.

